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CONTENT 

The Journal of Palliative Care is international in scope and invites submission of English-language manuscripts from the 
various disciplines involved in hospice or palliative care. Reports of research projects and papers on studies designed to 
validate or evaluate currently prominent concepts and methods are welcomed. Original, interpretative articles that 
examine the foundations and advance the frontiers of hospice and palliative care are favoured. 

Articles 
• Reports of clinical and behavioural research 
• Reports of studies to evaluate palliative care concepts and methods 
• Interpretative papers, offering a philosophical, ethical, or legal -examination of goals, methods, trends, and issues of 

palliative care 
• Historical surveys of trends and developments in palliative care 
• Papers offering an original and intellectually exacting examination  

of broadly humanistic aspects of palliative care 

MAXIMUM 5,000 WORDS, INCLUDING TABLES, FIGURES, CHARTS, AND REFERENCES. ABSTRACTS SHOULD BE KEPT TO A MAXIMUM 

OF 150 WORDS 

Forum 

Thought-provoking, tightly reasoned essays, expressing personal views on aspects of palliative care, suitably documented 
with reference to current literature.  

MAXIMUM 1,000 WORDS, INCLUDING TABLES, FIGURES, CHARTS, AND REFERENCES 

Hypotheses 

New concepts requiring additional scientific inves-tiga-tion.  

MAXIMUM 3,000 WORDS, INCLUDING TABLES, FIGURES, CHARTS, AND REFERENCES 

Current Reviews 

Detailed, critical and comprehensive surveys of concepts or experiences, particularly in palliative care, developed rapidly 
over several years.  

MAXIMUM 4,000 WORDS, INCLUDING TABLES, FIGURES, CHARTS, AND REFERENCES 

Global Exchange 

Reports and critical analyses, in editorial style, of hallmark events or developments in palliative care throughout the 
world.  

MAXIMUM 1,600 WORDS, INCLUDING TABLES, FIGURES, CHARTS, AND REFERENCES 

Front Line Dispatch 

A column that acknowledges that providers in an interdisciplinary field cannot always follow the in-depth evolution of 
significant trends in related areas of palliative care. Contributions are invited in a journalistic style that situate and 
synthesize current developments, issues, innovative clinical procedures, therapeutic methods, and promising novel 
methods of delivery.  

RANGE 500–1,500 WORDS, INCLUDING TABLES, FIGURES, CHARTS, AND REFERENCES 

Orienteering 

Editorial-style features that serve to indicate a main direction of thought about palliative care, somewhat as the compass 
and map offer guidance in the sport after which this section is titled. Papers featured in this section expand upon or 
synthesize several of the key ideas and information described in the current issue.  

MAXIMUM 2,000 WORDS, INCLUDING TABLES, FIGURES, CHARTS, AND REFERENCES 

Case Report 

The description and analysis of individual patient problems, clinical or psychosocial, and discussion of treament solutions.  

RANGE 500–1,500 WORDS, INCLUDING TABLES, FIGURES, CHARTS, AND REFERENCES 

Book Reviews 

Essay-style reviews of books, journals, and papers offering a significant contribution to palliative care.  

MAXIMUM 600 WORDS 

Letters to the Editor 

Brief personal opinions on questions of palliative care under discussion in the journal. Permission to publish should be 
appended as a postscript. The Editor-in-Chief reserves the right to shorten such letters, to delete ad hominem attacks and 
similar comments, and to make other changes to accord with our style.  

MAXIMUM 400 WORDS   

N.B. Note Well 

Contributions are invited for a notice board of events and announcements. Space is limited. 



SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

All manuscripts of any kind whether solicited by or submitted to the Journal of Palliative Care are 
subject to review before a decision on publication is reached. A final decision on publication rests 
with the Editor-in-Chief. Manuscripts must not be under consideration by any other journal. 

Send submissions to: Dr. David Roy, Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Palliative Care. E-mail (preferred 
method): alison.ramsey@criugm.qc.ca. Mail: 4565 chemin Queen Mary, Montreal, Quebec H3W 
1W5.  

Submission / Electronic submission is preferred. Submit as a Word file, unless pdf format is 
required to view figures, etc. Also, please provide a copy of all figures, charts, illustrations, etc. in 
the software in which they were created.  

Language / English. 

Preparation / Manuscripts prepared in accord with the Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts 
Submitted to Biomedical Journals (www.icmje.org) are acceptable. Manuscripts not biomedical in 
nature should be prepared in accord with the AMA Manual of Style 
(www.amamanualofstyle.com). Additionally, the abstract maximum word count is 150 words.    

References /  

References are numerical in order of appearance, not alphabetical. 

Journal references are as follows (please note punctuation, spacing, and capitalization): Jones 
JM, Cohen SR, Zimmerman C, et al. Quality of life and symptom burden in cancer patients 
admitted to an acute palliative care unit. J Palliat Care 2010; 26(3): 27-36.  

Book references are as follows: Benson W. Long-term care in Indian country today: a snapshot. 
In: Kauffman J, editor. American Indian and Alaska Native roundtable on long-term care: final 
report 2002. Albuquerque (NM): Indian Health Service; 2002. 

Please use Web references only as a last resort. 

Computer Typesetting / Manuscripts should be double-spaced. Tables, charts, figures, etc. 
should appear on separate pages at the end of the manuscript, with their in-sertion point noted in 
the text. Bold or italic type should replace under-lining. Maintain approx. 3 cm margins on all 
sides. Number pages and lines from beginning to end consecutively. Provide the full street 
mailing address for all authors, the contact author’s phone number and e-mail address, and the 
signatures of all authors (electronic signatures are accepted).  

Tables, figures, charts, illustrations, etc. / Tables and figures should appear only when 
absolutely necessary, up to a maximum of four, combined. They must be self-explanatory and 
summarize relevant information without duplicating information provided in the text. Each table 
must include a short title.  

If you have any questions, e-mail alison.ramsey@criugm.qc.ca or call 514-340-2800 
ext. 4763 

 


